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fighting City Hall for ten years, Ken Lassen,
Louis’ grandson, agreed to move the lunch-
eonette to its present Crown Street location.
To help with the reconstruction, patrons do-
nated bricks for the new walls. Today, as he
takes you on the ‘‘tour of the walls’’, Ken re-
counts each brick’s unique story and can point
to stones from Rome’s Colosseum, paving
bricks from Lisbon, Portugal, even a chunk of
rock from the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in
Jerusalem. Designated an historic landmark in
1967, it was with great pride that I nominated
Louis’ Lunch as a part of the Library of Con-
gress’ ‘‘Local Legacies’’ project earlier this
year. The Lassens and the community of New
Haven shared unparalleled excitement when
the Library of Congress named Louis’ Lunch a
‘‘Connecticut Legacy’’—-nothing could be
more true.

The Lassen family has left an indelible mark
on our community’s history—and our country’s
history. I know the New Haven community will
join me as I stand today to extend my heartfelt
congratulations to Ken Lassen and his family
on the 105th anniversary of Louis’ Lunch. My
best wishes for another century of success.
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

celebrate a great day in our nation’s history.
On August 14, 1935, President Franklin Dela-
no Roosevelt signed into law the historical So-
cial Security Act. This law has been improving
Americans’ lives for sixty-five years, and I rec-
ognize the anniversary of its signing.

Social Security represents a sacred com-
pact between the generations that benefits
both seniors and younger members of our na-
tion. Senior citizens have earned the right to
these benefits from a lifetime of work. Social
Security has granted our elders the peace to
live independently and with dignity. In addition,
the great pressures placed on our younger
generations to support their elderly parents
are lessened because of America’s Social Se-
curity program.

Complementing retirement benefits, the So-
cial Security Administration also provides citi-
zens with disability, survivor, Medicare, and
family benefits. In fact, one in three social se-
curity beneficiaries is, in fact, not a retiree. As
a result, Social Security has grown into a fam-
ily protection plan which forms a base of eco-
nomic security in today’s society. In my view,
Social Security is the most successful federal
program in history.

As President Roosevelt explained upon
signing the Social Security Act, ‘‘this law . . .
represents a cornerstone in a structure which
is being built but is by no means complete.’’
As he predicted, the program has been
amended many times throughout the past
sixty-five years. With each change, the Social
Security Administration has extended its aid to
another group of needy Americans. Once
again, as Roosevelt foreshadowed, the law
has served to ‘‘take care of human needs and
at the same time provide the United States an
economic structure of vastly greater sound-
ness.’’

These social insurance programs have
blessed America with a reputation of pro-
tecting her citizens. As the Declaration of
Independence famously states, our govern-
ment has the responsibility to secure the rights
of life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. In
the past sixty-five years, the Social Security
Administration has been safeguarding these
rights for citizens who otherwise may easily be
overlooked. Our great nation has earned its
reputation for greatness in partial measure be-
cause of the accomplishments the Social Se-
curity Administration has achieved in the past
sixty-five years.

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate the Social Secu-
rity Administration, Congress, and the Amer-
ican people for their commitment to the social
security system. I look to the past and recog-
nize the magnitude of the Act’s effect; I look
to the future and envision the achievements
that are yet to come. I ask my colleagues to
join me in this celebration and recognize the
sixty-five years that Social Security has been
improving America.
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Mr. GARY MILLER of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to congratulate Officer Brian Rose, of
the Montclair, California Police Department, for
earning the Montclair Chamber of Commerce
Officer of the Year Award for 1999.

Officer Rose began his law enforcement ca-
reer in 1993 with the Adelanto Police Depart-
ment. While in Adelanto, he served as a K–9
Officer on the HINET task force which tar-
geted drug transportation on the desert road-
ways.

In 1997, Officer Rose was hired by the
Montclair Police Department. Since his arrival,
he has been an outstanding law enforcement
officer. Last year, Officer Rose maintained a
stellar record of arrests, averaging over 14 ap-
prehensions each month. Many of these ar-
rests were felony drug charges which
stemmed from routine traffic stops. Officer
Rose also made over 20 DUI arrests, assisted
in the discovery of a methamphetamine lab in
the city, and aided in the investigation and ar-
rests on the charge of kidnapping for ransom.
A vehicle pursuit and stop conducted by Offi-
cer Rose resulted in the arrests of parolees,
the recovery of a firearm, drugs and over
$20,000 in drug monies. Most recently, he
stopped an out-of-state plated car which re-
sulted in the arrests for car theft and for a
murder warrant.

In addition to his work on the streets, Officer
Rose has been training to become an ‘‘Officer
in Charge’’ for his shift, as well as performing
the duties of a Field Training Officer. Officer
Rose serves as the Montclair Police Depart-
ment’s Drug Recognition Expert and trainer.

Officer Rose’s outstanding service to the
City of Montclair distinguishes him as a true
American hero, worthy of this Congress’
praise and gratitude.
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Mr. HORN. Mr. Speaker, today I honor and
recognize Mr. Carl L. Blum, on the announce-
ment of his retirement as a Deputy Director of
the Los Angeles County Department of Public
Works.

Carl has served the people of the County of
Los Angeles with nothing less than the utmost
integrity and professionalism. During his years
of service at the Los Angeles County Flood
Control District and Department of Public
Works, Carl demonstrated an unwavering
commitment to making Los Angeles County a
better—and safer—place to live.

After 21 years with the Los Angeles County
Flood Control District, Carl joined the Los An-
geles County Department of Public Works. In
the many capacities he has served in, Carl
has played a large part in the successful man-
agement of public works in the County. I want
to commend Carl in particular for his integral
role in working with local, State, and Federal
officials and members of the community to
construct the Los Angeles County Drainage
Area Project (LACDA). It is a testament to
Carl’s work—and that of other officials with
County and Corps of Engineers—that the
LACDA project has been one of the most suc-
cessful public projects in Los Angeles Coun-
ty’s history.

Mr. Speaker, I am saddened to see Carl re-
tire, but I want to congratulate him on his
many accomplishments and thank him for his
dedication to the people of Los Angeles Coun-
ty. I ask my colleagues to join me in wishing
Carl health and happiness in his future en-
deavors.
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Mr. DEMINT. Mr. Speaker, the journey of a
thousand miles begins with a single step. This
was true when our founding fathers decided to
pledge their lives, their fortunes, and their sa-
cred honor to secure freedom and democracy
in our country. It is also true of our work in
Congress, where even the most difficult tasks
must begin with a single step.

Today we are here to take the first-step on
an issue crucial to the American people and to
me—fundamental tax reform. My friend ROB
PORTMAN and I are introducing legislation cre-
ating a national commission on fundamental
tax reform and simplification. The Portman/
DeMint bill establishes a commission to study
tax reform. and report to Congress with find-
ings and recommendations, so we can go for-
ward.

A similar commission was passed as part of
my friend STEVE LARGENT’s bill which would
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